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AMission S

Lrounds af Rodeers Bauch ar a fving bistory musesm while edncating residents of Contra Costa

Cospaly Hhrongh classes aed activities.

Famous Author lived at Ranch

&iter Patrick Rodgers died, the rench was passed on to Tus

des cendants who eventually sold their parcels. fy 1037 the ot
containing the house and barn was down to 18 acres. Farle and
flie Tisdale Hobart had retorned from living m China and were
seeking a home m Cahformia. Alice Tisdale Hobart bom i 1882,
had already become a successtul author and was best known for
her book about Ching, '0il for the Lamps of China®, written 10 1933
In her autobio graphy, 'Gusty's Child', alice writes about seeing the
rench for the first time end of the stength end mspiration she
gaine d frorn her love of the earth. &fter purchesing Rodgers Banch
it May, 1937, she wrote twobooks. The first, 'Their Own Country”,
brings the couple in "0l for the Lam ps of China' back hotme fo
Kansas to face turmotl with the econorme growth of that tme . The
second, 'The Cup and the Sword* 15 & story about a Frendh farly
running awinery tnNapa durng profbition. Thos book was later
made mnto a movie, *Thas Farth & #ine', starring Bock Hudson,
Jean Stromons, Dorothy Mt and Clande Rames. Soon after the
Hobarts purchased the ranch they began bulding a new home on
the property. The style wes aumque combination of Eastern and
Wes term influence end m May, 1939, it wes teatured n Sunset
Magarine. This house 15 now privately owned, but the owrners
have retaine d & "fin-Yang® syrbol onginally painted on the
outside of the fireplace. 101951, &lice was listed 1n the first
editton of "Whe's Whe of Amencan Women' and mantained that
horor until 1968, Farle Hobart was fluent in several Chunese
lenguages, so in 1941 when the U.5 entered WW1, he voluntee e d
tus services. Alice sold the ranchin 1942 and moved to Mexico
untl he retumed. She died 0 1967 at the age of 85.

P . f a Pi
Verna Mary Welch

Feb 22 1306 - Sept. 1,2004
Yarna Welch was born in Martinez to wel-known
Martinez nurseryman Thomas Duane and Pleasant Hill
pioneer, Sadie Rodgers (Patrick and Mary Rodgers
daughter whao was born at Rodgers Ranch) Her family
had strong ties to such local figures as John Muir, Jahn
owett, and Luther Burbank. “erna united two ploneer
familie s when she married George YWelch,
great-grandson of William YWelch and Maria Galindo,
owners of the Spanish land grant, Rancho de Las
Juntas. A graduate of Holy Mames College in Oakland,
“erna taught music for 50 years. In Franklin Canyan,
Yerna raised two sons, Duane and Tom (hoth
deceased), four grandchildren, Mark, Stephen, Deborah
and Eric and three great-grandchildren, Ryan, Thomas
and BEvan. Her classical piano playing and singing, as
well as her profound intelligence and wisdom are
enduring mermoties of a warnan who embodied love,

Yerna's legacy lives on at Rodgers Ranch, Her
grandson, Stephen and his wife, Genene are active
members of Friends of Rodgers Ranch. Genene ison
the FORK Board and presents the children's programs.
Their son, Tommy, who is now one | is the latest Rodgers

decendent.
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Feb. 22, 1900 - Sept. 1, 2004




